A Note From Susan Wilkins
GA R DE N C UR ATO R

The seasonal wheel has turned again.
Spring is here, with all of her delicacies
and delights, including the unlocked
gates at the Eloise Butler Wildflower
Garden and Bird Sanctuary.
The Wildflower Garden’s 105th season
is now underway. A great number of
wonderful plantings, new projects and
dynamic programs are planned. Here
are a few highlights.
•T
 rees, shrubs, wildflowers, sedges and
ferns will be planted on both sides of
Violet Way trail this spring, thanks to
the generosity of the Friends.
•T
 wo Step-Up Teen interns will be on
staff this season to assist with gardening tasks and youth programs.

•A
 rt in the Garden events will take
place on Saturdays, June through
August, in partnership with the
Minneapolis Institute of Art.
•T
 he June 16-17 Urban Birding Festival will include many family-focused
birding programs and activities at the
Wildflower Garden and in Theodore
Wirth Park.
 onservation Corps of Minnesota
•C
(CCM) will be assisting staff members with invasive species removal
periodically throughout the season.
In addition, the CCM crew will be
teaching a group of young people
from North Minneapolis about invasive plants. Sessions will take place in
the classroom and the Garden.

• S everal special classes will be offered,
including Wildflower Photography,
Gardening with Native Plants, Plant
Taxonomy and Families, and Medicinal Plants of the Garden.
•H
 oneybees will be housed at the
Wildflower Garden, and pollinatorfocused programming will be offered
to the public.
To find out more about current and
future happenings at the Garden, visit
www.minneapolisparks.org/ebwg.
We look forward to seeing you at the
Wildflower Garden soon!
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Green Herons

Text and photo by Tammy Mercer
Every Saturday morning a group of birders
wanders the prairies, forests and wetlands
in and around the Eloise Butler Wildflower
Garden. One old friend we always look for
in marshy wetlands is the green heron.

feed their young by regurgitating partially
digested food.

Relatively smaller and with shorter legs than
other herons, the green heron is roughly the
size of a crow. It can be tricky identifying
this heron because when in flight or hunting
for food, it scrunches up its neck and looks
like a much more compact bird. But when
it strikes out at its prey, you will see that its
neck is really much longer.

Green herons sometimes use a small twig,
feather, or insect as bait to catch fish! They
will arrange their bait on the surface of the
water and wait patiently for a fish or frog
to investigate. Then they spring forward to
grasp or stab their prey.

This bird used to be called the green-backed
heron. On a cloudy day or while in the
shade, it just looks like a dark bird. But when
the sun strikes its back feathers, they are an
iridescent bluish-green. The neck, chest and
lower face are a rich chestnut brown, and the
crown is a bluish-black. When irritated or
threatened, green herons raise their crest.
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Unlike other herons, they nest in loose
colonies or alone. They may also nest near
another heron or egret rookery. They build
a rough stick nest in a tree or shrub, usually
near water. Both parents incubate eggs and

Green herons do not sing, but when startled
into flight they emit a short, gruff “skeow.”

I hope you will join the Early Birders on our
Saturday morning walks and enjoy the many
birds of forest, prairie and wetland.
—Tammy Mercer leads Saturday morning
bird walks at the Wildflower Garden.
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